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To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1956.  I  have  done  my  best  to  prepare  this  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  sanitary  problems 
of  your  Districts  are  many  and,  but  for  space  I  would  have  liked 
to  have  reported  on  many  more  fully. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils 
for  their  support  and  understanding.  I  thank  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  for  their  loyal  support  and  the  other  officials  of  the 
Councils  for  their  co-operation.  I  thank  the  Inspectors,  Surveyors, 
Clerks  to  the  Councils  and  other  officers  and  the  Divisional  Health 
Office  Clerks  for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  T.  HUNT. 


GENERAL  ITEMS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  Compared 


Birth  Rate 


England  and  Wales 
Gloucestershire 
Combined  Forest  Area 
East ‘Dean  . . 

West  Dean  . . 

Lydney  R.D. 


15.7 

16.2 

16.3 

17.9  (18.6) 

15.9  (16.9) 
13.2  (14.8) 


Death  Rate 

11.7 

11.8 

11.3 

11.1  (12.1) 
12.6  (13.1) 
10.2  (11.4) 

The  Birth  Rate  is  the  number  of  live  births  per  1,000  population; 
the  Death  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population. 
The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  “corrected”  rates  which  are  obtained 
by  multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  the  appropriate  comparatability 
factor  issued  by  the  Registrar  General.  Whether  “corrected” 
or  not  the  rates  for  the  individual  districts  cannot  be  regarded 
as  firm.  The  figures  for  the  combined  area  is,  however,  more 
reliable.  There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth  again 
this  year. 


Infant  Mortality 

There  were  21  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  The 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  the  number  of  children  who  die  in  the 
first  year  of  life  to  the  number  of  live  births.  It  is  not  reliable  to 
work  out  a  rate  on  such  a  small  figure,  but  it  would  give  a  rate  of 
24  compared  with  the  County  Rate  of  19.8,  and  the  National 
Rate  of  23.8,  and  the  Cheltenham  Rate  of  28.6. 

Of  these  21  deaths,  17  were  in  the  first  four  weeks.  Of  the  four 
deaths  over  four  weeks  two  were  due  to  infection  (one  pneumonia 
and  one  to  osteomyelitis)  and  two  were  due  to  congenital  defects. 
Of  the  deaths  under  four  weeks  10  were  due  to  prematurity,  four 
to  congenital  lesions,  two  to  atelectasis  and  one  to  birth  injury. 


Cancer  Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach 

12 

6 

18 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

20 

2 

22 

Breast 

8 

8 

Uterus 

6 

6 

Other 

32 

14 

46 

Leukemia 

— 

2 

2 

64 

38 

102 

2 


This  is  an  increase  from  the  94  deaths  last  year,  there  were  six 
more  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  and  four  more 
from  cancer  of  the  stomach.  In  1926  Surgeon  Capt.  Andrews 
reported  59  deaths  in  a  comparable  population  and  he  commented 
favourably  on  a  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on 
the  education  of  the  public  concerning  the  need  for  early  treatment. 
This  need  still  exists.  The  most  alarming  factor  is  the  rapid 
increase  in  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  which  has 
now  been  firmly  established  to  be  due  almost  entirely  to  cigarette 
smoking.  Unless  there  is  an  immediate  reduction  in  cigarette 
smoking  the  death  rate  will  continue  to  increase.  Treatment  of 
cancer  here  is  difficult  and  death  from  it  distressing.  It  is  our  duty 
to  tell  young  people  of  this  danger  and  hope  that  the  new  genera¬ 
tion  growing  up  will  be  free  from  this  danger. 

National  Assistance  Act  1946,  Section  48  and  National  Assistance 
Amendment  Act  1951. 

After  careful  consideration  the  East  Dean  Council  decided  to 
apply  to  Court  for  an  Order  to  remove  a  man  in  his  eighties  who 
was  living  alone  in  insanitary  conditions  and  unable  to  look  after 
himself.  While  the  hearing  was  pending  he  was  found  collapsed 
and  was  removed  and  died  soon  afterwards. 

In  the  West  Dean  the  Council  decided  to  apply  to  Court  for  an 
Order  to  remove  a  mentally  deficient  man  who  was  living  with  his 
brother  in  a  very  insanitary  condition.  While  awaiting  a  hearing 
his  condition  became  acute  and  an  Order  was  obtained  from  a 
Justice  under  the  1951  Amendment  Act.  It  was,  unfortunately, 
necessary  for  me  to  physically  remove  him  with  the  assistance  of 
his  brother.  On  admission  to  hospital  his  condition  improved. 
Four  months  later  efforts  were  made  to  persuade  his  brother  to 
go  into  hospital  and  while  an  application  for  an  Order  was  being 
considered,  he  was  taken  acutely  ill  and  admitted  as  an  emergency. 

The  duty  of  certifying  under  these  Acts  is  a  most  unpleasant 
duty.  For  every  case  in  which  action  is  taken,  several  are  persuaded 
to  enter  hospital  or  welfare  accommodation  voluntarily.  Before 
bringing  a  case  to  any  of  my  Councils  I  make  quite  sure  that  re¬ 
moval  is  essential.  In  some  cases  removal  clearly  prolongs  life 
and  it  is  unusual  for  a  person  so  removed  to  wish  to  return  to  his 
former  conditions. 

Population  Estimates 

In  previous  years  the  estimates  of  the  population  of  the  individual 
parishes  were  made  by  apportioning  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  of  the  population  of  the  individual  Rural  Districts  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  sizes  of  the  electoral  lists  of  the  individual  wards  or 
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parishes.  This  was  thought  to  be  a  reasonably  sound  method 
and  is  the  one  recommended  by  the  Registrar  General.  This  year, 
however,  I  have  made  these  estimates  by  apportioning  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  each  Rural  District  according  to  the  number  of  dwellings. 
I  think  this  is  more  accurate  but  the  population  of  parishes  or 
wards  with  a  high  proportion  of  new  council  houses  must  be  rather 
under-estimated.  There  are  3.3  persons  per  dwelling  in  both  East 
Dean  and  West  Dean  and  3.1  in  Lydney  R.D. 

Housing 

Exchequer  grants  to  Councils  for  building  houses  stopped  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  except  for  Slum  Clearance  and  small  dwellings  suitable 
for  old  people.  This  led  my  Councils  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  build¬ 
ing  further  houses  except  for  these  purposes.  The  number  of  Council 
houses  completed  in  the  combined  area  was  149,  a  drop  from  230 
of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  private  houses  completed 
was  113  compared  with  87  of  the  previous  year  but  the  total  of 
all  houses  completed  was  only  262  compared  with  317  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 

This  stopping  of  the  building  of  Council  houses  for  general 
needs  will  lead  to  many  problems.  It  has  become  usual  for  married 
couples  to  expect  the  tenancy  of  a  Council  house  as  a  right,  a  part 
of  the  service  of  the  Welfare  State  comparable  to  free  spectacles. 
Some  Council  House  Estates  are  very  crowded  now  and  many 
problems  of  overcrowding  are  bound  to  arise. 

I  should  like  to  see  special  financial  encouragement  for  people 
to  have  their  own  houses  built. 

Proposed  Re-Grouping  of  Water  Undertakings 

My  Councils  learnt  with  dismay  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  the 
proposed  compulsory  re-grouping  of  water  undertakings.  What¬ 
ever  the  outcome  the  threat  is  disheartening  to  these  Councils  who 
have  done  their  utmost  to  provide  a  wholesome  and  adequate 
supply  of  water  to  as  many  people  as  possible. 

Bacteriologist  and  Analyst. 

As  in  previous  years  samples  of  water  and  ice  cream  and  other 
specimens  were  sent  to  the  Newport  Public  Health  Laboratory 
directed  by  Dr.  R.  D.  Gray.  From  this  Laboratory  we  found  the 
best  of  service  and  co-operation.  Samples  of  water  for  chemical 
analysis  were  sent  to  the  Bristol  University  Laboratory  (Mr.  E. 
C.  Whittle,  Public  Analyst). 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

With  the  outbreak  of  this  disease  in  July  and  August,  thousands 
of  sheep  and  cattle  were  destroyed  and  their  carcases  disposed  of 
by  burying. 
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Two  pit  shafts  were  used  and  alarm  was  felt  lest  underground 
water  supplies  were  affected.  One  shaft  was  at  Ruardean  Wood- 
side  at  an  O.D.  of  725ft.  the  shaft  being  100ft.  deep.  There  were 
complaints  of  smell  from  this,  lime  was  put  down  it  and  straw 
burnt  in  the  mouth  and  afterwards  capped  with  concrete. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  following  the  melting  of  snow,  a  stream 
at  Newham  Bottom  became  very  offensive  in  smell  and  appeared 
to  contain  floccules  of  adiopocere.  The  nuisance  did  not,  however, 
last  for  many  days  but  there  is  no  doubt  the  pollution  was  caused 
by  these  carcases. 

The  other  shaft  was  at  Puzzle  Corner  at  an  O.D.  of  550ft.  and 
about  400ft.  deep.  Apparently  the  throwing  of  so  many  carcases 
down  this  shaft  dislodged  stones  in  the  lining,  for  the  whole  of  the 
superstructure  of  this  shaft  collapsed,  taking  a  hut  and  part  of  a 
man’s  garden  with  it.  The  possibility  of  pollution  getting  into 
workings  is  a  mining  consideration.  To  bury  a  large  quantity  of 
carcases  either  in  pit  shafts  or  in  trenches  without  having  regard 
to  underground  water  supplies,  I  consider  reckless. 

The  East  Dean  and  West  Dean  Rural  District  Councils  protested 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  about  this  dumping  of  carcases 
without  consultation  with  their  Public  Health  Departments  and 
following  this,  I  understand,  officers  in  charge  of  the  disposal  of 
carcases  were  asked  to  consult  the  appropriate  sanitary  authority. 

The  main  water  supply  abstracted  in  this  part  of  the  Forest, 
the  Lime  Kiln  Pools  Springs  at  Lydbrook,  did  not,  however,  show 
any  variation  following  this  dumping.  Chemical  analyses  done  on 
raw  water  collected  from  this  source  on  the  19th  September,  and 
18th  October,  were  very  similar  and  were  almost  identical  with 
that  of  the  7th  September,  1954.  Of  six  samples  taken  of  the  raw 
water  for  bacteriological  examination  only  two  showed  slight 
contamination.  Six  samples  taken  from  a  tap  on  the  same  occasions 
were  free  from  contamination. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  at  the 
Green  Bottom  Supply  likewise  did  not  show  any  contamination  from 
this  source. 

International  Vaccination  Certificates 

International  Health  Certificates  are  required  for  smallpox 
vaccination  and  cholera  vaccination  and  it  is  required  that  the 
doctor’s  signature  be  authenticated  by  the  stamp  of  the  public 
health  authority  of  the  district  in  which  the  doctor  practices.  This 
authentification  has  been  done  by  my  department  as  a  matter  of 
convenience  as  I  happen  to  know  the  doctors’  signatures  and 
travellers  sometimes  require  information.  The  number  of  people 
going  abroad  appears  to  be  increasing  year  by  year. 


3 


Notifications  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  Cases. 


Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis 
(new  cases) 

Tuberculosis 
(Total  cases 
on  Registers) 

Cinderford 

45 

14 

3 

8 

8 

69 

Drybrook  . . 

2 

— 

11 

— 

1 

41 

Ruspidge  . . 

40 

— 

1 

— 

1 

23 

Awre 

— 

— 

13 

— 

2 

12 

Mitcheldean 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

26 

Littledean  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

12 

Longhope  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

18 

Ruardean  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Churcham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Huntley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blaisdon  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Male 

41 

6 

12 

3 

12 

107 

Female 

46 

8 

17 

6 

8 

111 

TOTAL 

87 

14 

29 

9 

20 

218 

Coleford  . . 

1 

3 

3 

- 

5 

20 

English  Bicknor 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Lydbrook  . . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

4 

32 

Joys  Green 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Redbrook  . . 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Clearwell  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Bream 

2 

2 

5 

— 

— 

25 

Ellwood 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Broadwell  . . 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

21 

Berry  Hill  . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

18 

Milkwall  . , 

— 

3 

— 

2 

2 

7 

Pillowell 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

2 

19 

Parkend 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

Yorkley 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

19 

Viney  Hill  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Staunton  , . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Male 

7 

7 

4 

3 

7 

120 

Female 

5 

3 

8 

2 

10 

75 

TOTAL 

12 

10 

12 

5 

17 

195 

Lydney 

, 

4 

18 

_ 

3 

29 

Tidenham  . . 

— 

_ 

4 

1 

1 

20 

St.  Briavels 

— 

- 

11 

— 

— 

12 

Aylburton  . . 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Woolaston 

— 

, 

15 

— 

1 

3 

Hewelsfield 

1 

■ 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Alvington  . . 

— 

5 

— 

— 

6 

Male 

_ 

2 

33 

1 

3 

39 

Female 

1 

2 

25 

— 

2 

37 

TOTAL 

1 

4 

58 

1 

5 

76 

Grand  Total  Male 

48 

15 

49 

7 

22 

266 

„  „  Female 

52 

13 

50 

8 

20 

223 

TOTAL 

100 

28 

99 

15 

42 

489 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Measles 

There  were  very  few  cases  of  this  disease  until  the  end  of  the 
year  when  a  number  of  cases  arose  at  Ruspidge  and  Cinderford. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  28  cases  were  notified.  These  were  at  Lydney  and  at  scattered 
places  in  West  Dean  from  July  to  November,  and  at  Cinderford 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 

This  was  the  first  complete  year  in  which  the  County  Scheme  was 
in  operation.  Protection  is  given  by  a  course  of  three  injections 
given  at  monthly  intervals  commenced  as  soon  after  four  months 
of  age  as  possible.  391  children  in  the  Forest  Area  were  protected 
in  this  way  and  this  was  the  largest  number  for  any  Division  of 
the  County. 

These  were  done  in  the  individual  districts  as  follows: — 


G.P. 

L.A. 

Total 

East  Dean  . . 

..  23 

124 

147 

Lydney 

. .  27 

22 

49 

West  Dean  . . 

..  41 

154 

195 

91 

300 

391 

G.P.=done  by  General  Practitioners. 

L.A.=done  by  Local  Health  Authority  Doctors. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Ninety-nine  cases  were  notified.  The  disease  remained  very 
mild.  Cases  occurred  at  Blakeney  and  Woolaston  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  and  it  affected  especially  Lydney  from  May  to  November 
and  St.  Briavels  in  June  with  scattered  cases  elsewhere. 

Erysipelas 

There  was  only  one  notification  of  this  disease  which  was  in  a 
man  living  at  Lydney. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

Only  four  notifications  were  received  of  this  disease,  one  was 
in  a  girl,  one  in  a  woman,  one  in  a  boy  and  one  in  a  man. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  were  18  notifications.  One  rise  of  temperature  to  100.4  deg. 
F.  or  above  is  notifiable. 
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Meningococcal  meningitis 

There  was  one  notification  of  this  disease  in  a  child  living  in  the 
Tidenham  parish.  A  complete  recovery  occurred. 

Rubella  (German  Measles) 

This  was  epidemic  at  Ruardean,  Ruspidge,  Cinderford  and 
Mitcheldean  especially  at  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Chickenpox 

This  was  epidemic  from  February  to  April  at  Sedbury  and  at 
Mitcheldean,  at  Redbrook  in  June  and  July  and  Broadwell  and 
Ruspidge  in  October. 

Mumps 

This  was  epidemic  at  Bream  and  Pillowell  in  January  and  Febru¬ 
ary. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  area  during  the  year. 
With  the  limited  amount  of  vaccine  available  a  small  number  of 
children  received  protection  against  this  disease. 

Influenza 

There  was  a  rise  in  the  claims  to  sickness  benefit  made  at  the 
National  Insurance  Office  during  January  and  during  February 
there  were  more  than  double  the  usual  number.  This  was  largely 
due  to  an  influenza  type  of  illness.  Many  children  were  absent 
from  a  number  of  schools  during  January  and  February  because 
of  influenza. 

Scabies 

There  were  a  number  of  cases  of  infestation  with  the  scabies 
mite  especially  in  the  West  Dean  Rural  District.  The  incidence 
of  other  infestations  in  the  area  is  very  low. 

Dysentery 

There  were  fifteen  notifications  of  this  disease  and  all  were  of 
the  Sonne  bacillary  type.  Eight  of  these  were  in  one  family  living 
in  poor  conditions  in  Cinderford. 

Food  Poisoning 

Three  notifications  were  received  of  a  family  in  West  Dean. 
No  cause  was  found  for  this  small  outbreak. 
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Infectious  Jaundice 

The  epidemic  of  this  disease  at  the  end  of  1955  at  Berry  Hill 
continued  and  spread  to  Broadwell  where  cases  arose  from  March 
to  July.  There  were  also  some  cases  at  Coleford  from  April  to 
June.  There  was  also  an  epidemic  at  Blaisdon  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  and  sporadic  cases  in  other  parts  of  East  Dean. 

This  is  an  acute  disease,  the  virus  causing  it  attacks  the  liver. 
There  is  an  average  mortality  of  one  to  two  per  1,000.  The  incuba¬ 
tion  period  is  15 — 40  days  and  it  is  a  disease  mainly  of  rural  areas. 
Immunity  developes  after  an  attack.  Recovery  in  young  adults 
normally  takes  about  six  weeks  and  may  be  followed  by  prolonged 
disability.  The  virus  lives  in  the  bowel  and  is  normally  spread  by 
contagion,  but  water,  milk  and  food  may  act  as  vehicles  for  the 
virus. 

In  view  of  this  I  consider  it  most  essential  that  this  disease  should 
be  made  notifiable  and  at  my  behest  the  West  Dean  R.D.C.  asked 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  make  it  notifiable  but  this  was  declined. 
The  W.H.O.  Expert  Committee  recommended  that  this  disease 
should  be  notifiable. 


Bornholm  Disease— Epidemic  Myalgia 

Dr.  K.  Parsons,  of  Mitcheldean,  noticed  an  epidemic  of  this 
disease  amongst  his  patients  at  Longhope,  and  Dr.  R.  McMinn 
noticed  some  cases  in  his  practice  at  Lydbrook. 

This  is  a  benign  virus  infection,  after  an  incubation  period  of 
two  to  four  days  there  is  a  sudden  onset  with  fever  and  severe 
pains  in  the  lower  chest  or  abdomen  or  sometimes  in  the  limbs. 


Diphtheria  Immunization 

For  the  eighth  year  in  succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  this 
disease. 

The  number  of  children  immunized  during  the  year  was  as  fol¬ 
lows: — 


Under 

1 

1—4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Booster 

Injections 

East  Dean 

135 

68 

39 

1 

243 

414 

Lydney  R.D. 

50 

52 

25 

— 

127 

151 

West  Dean 

119 

71 

81 

11 

282 

345 

Totals: 

304 

191 

145 

12 

652 

910 
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Thus  to  the  827  children  born  in  the  year,  652  were  protected, 
304  before  their  first  birthdays.  In  208  children  the  immunization 
was  done  by  the  family  doctors.  In  the  other  444  children  this 
was  done  by  local  health  authority  doctors.  In  the  case  of  the 
boosters  859  were  done  by  local  health  authority  doctors;  51  hav¬ 
ing  been  done  by  family  doctors. 


Smallpox  Vaccination— Annual  Return  for  1956 


Under 

.  1 

2—4 

5—14 

15  or 

over 

1  year 

year 

years 

years 

years 

Total 

East  Dean 

(a)  Vaccinated  63 

3 

6 

2 

10 

84 

(b)  Re-vaccinated  — 

— 

— 

2 

7 

9 

Lydney  R.D. 

(a)  Vaccinated  45 

8 

4 

1 

15 

73 

(b)  Re-vaccinated  — 

— 

3 

9 

28 

40 

West  Dean 

(a)  Vaccinated  27 

2 

3 

32 

(b)  Re-vaccinated  — 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Total  Forest  Area 
(a)  Vaccinated  135 

13 

10 

3 

28 

189 

(b)  Re-vaccinated  — 

— 

3 

11 

42 

56 

Thus  there  were  189  primary  vaccinations  compared  with  127 
in  1955  and  144  for  1954,  but  it  is  the  lowest  return  of  any  Division 
in  the  County. 

The  health  visitors’  cards  for  children  under  five  shows  that  only 
15.4%  were  vaccinated  compared  with  30.4%  in  the  whole  County. 
As  world  travel  increases  in  volume  and  speed,  there  is  an  increasing 
danger  of  this  disease  being  introduced  into  relatively  unprotected 
communities  such  as  ours. 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  42  notifications  of  new  cases  during  the  year.  This 
compares  with  46  in  1955.  There  were  nine  deaths  from  this  disease; 
exactly  the  same  number  as  in  1955.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  489  names  on  the  combined  registers  of  the  Forest  Area. 

In  spite  of  the  energetic  and  effective  treatment  which  is  now 
given  to  cases,  the  decline  of  this  disease  is  very  steady. 

Some  chronic  cases  do  not  exercise  that  reasonable  care  that 
could  be  expected  of  them  to  avoid  spreading  the  disease.  Further, 
there  must  be  some  infectious  cases  still  undiscovered. 
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Notifications  During  the  Year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

East  Dean  . . 

9 

7 

3 

1 

20 

West  Dean  . . 

6 

8 

1 

2 

17 

Lydney  R.D. 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Totals 

18 

17 

4 

3 

42 

Cases  on  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

East  Dean 

99 

91 

8 

20 

218 

West  Dean  . . 

103 

62 

17 

13 

195 

Lydney  R.D. 

33 

33 

6 

4 

76 

Totals 

235 

186 

31 

37 

489 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis 

This  form  of  vaccination  is  offered  to  children  at  the  schools  in 
the  County  during  the  year  in  which  they  become  13. 

In  the  Forest  Area,  the  parents  of  3,779  children  were  offered 
vaccination.  2,331  accepted  or  58.2%.  Of  these,  519  or  20.7% 
were  found  to  give  a  positive  reaction  to  the  Mantoux  test  for 
previous  tuberculosis  infection  and  therefore  could  not  be  vac¬ 
cinated.  1,652  children  were  vaccinated  or  41.5%  of  the  children 
to  whom  it  was  offered.  This  is  reasonably  satisfactory  for  a  scheme 
which  has  only  been  in  operation  less  than  two  years.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  that  for  the  whole  County  except  Cheltenham  the  figures 
are  similar: — 61.7%  children  accepted  and  of  these  23.4%  were 
found  to  be  positive,  and  43.7%  of  children  who  were  offered 
vaccination  were  so  protected. 

Mass  Radiography  Unit 

The  Unit  visited  the  three  towns  of  the  area  during  the  year 
and  most  of  the  larger  factories.  6,922  persons  altogether  were 
examined  including  School  leavers  and  of  these  3,656  were  male 
and  3,266  female. 

Five  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  discovered 
together  with  nine  inactive  cases  and  four  persons  were  kept  under 
observation  for  tuberculosis.  Forty-four  other  abnormalities  were 
found. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 


Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector: 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector : 

Rodent  Operator: 


A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 
D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

A.  D.  Parsons,  M.S.LA.,  M.R.S.H. 

B.  Risbey,  M.S.LA.,  A.R.S.H. 

C.  Barnard 


Statistics 

Population =20,760  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1956). 

Area  =  30,475  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses =6,326. 

Rateable  Value=£66,433  (31st  March,  1956).  Product  of  Id.  Rate=£258  7s.  7d- 

Rateable  Value =£141,785  (1st  April,  1956).  Product  of  Id.  Rate =£548  Os.  Od. 
estimated. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  372.  Number  of  Deaths =231.  Excess  of  Births  over 
Deaths =141. 

Birth  Rate  =17.9  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  mutiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.6. 

Death  Rate=ll.l  deaths  per  1  000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  for  deaths  of  1.09  this  gives  a  corrected  rate 
of  12.1. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


L 

egitima 

;e 

11 

egitima 

te 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

190 

171 

361 

5 

6 

11 

195 

177 

372 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants  under 

6 

3 

9 

6 

3 

9 

1  year 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

6 

1 

7 

6 

1 

7 

4  weeks 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

No.  of 
Caravans 

Properties  cc 

Mains  Wat 
(i)  Direct 

innected  to 

er  Supply 
ii)  Standpipe 

Cinderford 

7,103 

2,171 

5 

2,136 

— 

Drybrook  . . 

2,976 

905 

7 

876 

— 

Mitcheldean 

1,974 

601 

4 

374 

40 

Ruspidge  . . 

1,947 

593 

4 

536 

— 

Awre 

1,775 

541 

3 

375 

10 

Littledean  . . 

1,307 

400 

1 

351 

— 

Longhope  . . 

1,110 

334 

6 

28 

— 

Ruardean  . . 

1,103 

337 

1 

313 

— 

Churcham  . . 

718 

216 

4 

68 

— 

Huntley 

473 

144 

1 

90 

— 

Blaisdon 

274 

84 

— 

20 

— 

Totals 

20,760 

6,326 

36 

5,167 

50 

I  have  to  thank  the  Rating  Officer  for  the  number  of  dwellings 
and  the  Surveyor  for  the  number  of  water  connections. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
Mr.  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows: — 


Inspections  and  Visits 

Milk .  52 

Health .  . .  1,624 

Housing  . .  . .  . .  615 

Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Factories  . .  . .  . .  11 

Drainage  . .  . .  . .  246 

Food  and  Drugs  . .  . .  195 

Pests  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Slaughterhouse  . .  . .  464 

Water  . .  . .  . .  . .  179 

Caravans  . .  . .  . .  152 

Cleansing  .  156 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  5 


3,733 
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Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part. 


Number  killed  . . 

Number  inspected 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1,157 

1,157 

— 

14 

14 

3,300 

3,300 

2,088 

2,088 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  and 
C’Bovis.  Whole  Carcases . . 

Part  carcases  condemned 

T.B.  carcases  only 

T.B.  part  carcases  only 

C’Bovis  . . 

5 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Condemned  Meat 

1 5  Bovine  heads 
12  pig  heads 

Sheep  and  Bovine  Livers 
Lights  (Bovine) . . 


Animals  Slaughtered 


Cattle 
Calves 
Sheep 
Pigs  . 


480  lbs. 
144  lbs. 
4,069  lbs. 
129  lbs. 


1,157 

14 

3,300 

2,088 


Other  Foods  Condemned  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1956 


Carcase  Beef  . . 

Fish  (Fresh) 

Puff  Pastry 

Red  Cabbage  . . 

Corned  Beef  . . 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

Fish 

Soup 

Vegetables 
Fruit 
Milk  . . 

Cream  . . 

Stewed  Steak  . . 
Nescafe  Coffee 
Orange  Juice  . . 


171  lbs. 

28  „ 

2  „ 

9  bottles 
26  tins 
16  „ 

6  „ 

13  „ 

4  „ 

115  „ 

55  „ 

47  „ 

4  „ 

5  „ 

3  » 

4  „ 
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Water  Samples 

102  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  sources  of  which 
92  were  for  bacteriological  examination  and  10  were  for  chemical 
analysis.  These  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Services,  Newport,  Mon.,  and  Canynge  Hall,  Bristol, 


respectively. 

Piped  Supplies  . .  . .  81 

Public  Wells  ..  ..  ..  10 

Private  Wells  . .  . .  . .  11 


Total .  102 


Slightly  Contaminated  . .  28 

Heavily  Contaminated  . .  8 

Grossly  Contaminated  . .  10 

Contaminated  . .  . .  . .  8 

Satisfactory  . .  . .  . .  48 


Total .  102 


Ice  Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  production  of  hot  mix  0 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  production  of  cold  mix  4 
Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  production  of  Storage 

and  sale  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  64 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  ice  cream  were  collected  of  various 
makes  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Newport,  Mon.,  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 
These  were  reported  on  by  means  of  grades. 

Grade  1  . .  . .  . .  27 

Grade  2  . .  . .  . .  2 

Total .  29 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949-- 54 

Seventeen  milk  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Gloucester.  All  were  satisfactory  according 
to  the  statutory  tests  respective  to  their  designations. 

Number  of  registered  distributors .  32 

Number  of  registered  dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1949 — 54 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  sterilised  milk  . .  . .  0 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  . .  . .  15 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  (supplementary)  4 
Number  of  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  . .  . .  10 


Number  of  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  (supplementary)  3 

Moveable  Dwellings 

New  caravan  licences  granted  6 

Renewal  caravan  licences  . .  23 

Site  caravan  licences  . .  . .  3 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

This  part  of  the  Health  Inspector’s  work  continued  to  increase 
and  much  time  was  again  given  to  visiting,  advising  and  inspection. 

Factories  Act  1937—48 

Eleven  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
factories. 

Number  of  factories  on  register  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

A  renewal  licence  was  again  granted  to  the  only  Pet  Shop  in  this 
district  which  continued  to  be  run  most  satisfactorily. 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  in 
connection  with  work  under  Public  Health.  During  the  early  part 
of  August  there  was  a  Foot  and  Mouth  disease  outbreak  which 
necessitated  the  extensive  slaughter  of  animals.  The  carcases  of 
these  animals,  during  the  early  part  of  the  outbreak,  were  unfortun¬ 
ately  dumped  into  two  disused  pitshafts ;  later  some  six  underground 
burial  sites  were  used.  As  there  was  a  possibility  of  these  burial 
sites  affecting  the  water  supplies,  samples  of  the  water  supplies 
were  taken  periodically.  The  Analyst’s  reports  were  negative. 
One  pitshaft  has  now  been  capped  over  and  the  other  filled  up  to 
ground  level,  while  the  other  burial  sites  have  been  covered  over 
with  more  soil. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Only  six  inspections  were  made  in  direct  connection  with  shops 
but  altogether  there  were  195  visits  to  premises  which  were  in  some 
way  connected  with  food. 
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Housing 

Here  again  there  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  spent. 
The  survey  under  the  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  continued  until 
Mr.  Ryder  relinquished  his  appointment  owing  to  health  reasons. 
The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  requested  the 
latest  return  for  the  replacement  of  council  houses,  and  the  figures 
submitted  were: — 


Estimated  number  of  unfit  properties  . .  . .  . .  300 

Estimated  number  of  properties  in  Clearance  Areas  . .  63 

Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished  in  next  five  years  . .  100 

Number  of  informal  notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

„  „  Statutory  notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

,,  ,,  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

„  „  Closing  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

„  ,,  Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

„  „  Undertaking  Acc.  .  . .  4 


Rodent  Control 


Number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s  District  . .  6,958 

Number  of  business  premises  inspected  ..  ..  ..  117 

Infested  by  rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Infested  by  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Number  of  private  premises  inspected  . .  . .  . .  194 

Infested  by  rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 

Infested  by  mice  .  . .  12 

Number  of  Council  properties  inspected  . .  . .  . .  22 

Infested  by  rats  .  12 

Infested  by  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Infested  by  moles  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  schools  inspected  . .  . .  . .  7 

Infested  by  rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Infested  by  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  factories  inspected  .  . .  4 

Infested  by  rats  .  1 

Number  of  farms  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  120 

Infested  by  rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


There  were  six  complaints  of  flies,  ants  and  cockroaches  which 
received  treatment.  Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  in  Cinder- 
ford,  Mitcheldean  and  Drybrook  Parishes. 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  J.  A.  N.  Butterworth,  A.LA.S.,  reports  as  follows: — 

Water  Supply  Statistics 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1956,  from  the  Greenbottom  Source  amounted  to 
some  186,294,000  gallons,  a  decrease  of  163,000  gallons  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  bulk  supply  taken  from  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council 
showed  an  increase  of  a  little  over  six  million  gallons  compared 
with  1955  and  the  total  quantity  of  water,  supplied  from  the  three 
main  sources,  amounted  to : — 

Greenbottom  . .  . .  186,294,000 

West  Dean  R.D.C.  . .  18,316,000 

Blakeney  . .  . .  10,000,000 


214,610,000 


Total  consumption,  therefore,  compared  with  1955  showed  an 
increase  of  approximately  2^  million  gallons  or  a  little  over  1  %. 

Distribution 

During  the  year,  the  laying  of  water  mains  to  serve  Mitcheldean 
was  completed  and  61  properties  which  had  previously  received 
their  supply  from  the  Old  Cement  Works  source  were  transferred 
to  the  new  system.  A  large  number  of  properties  have  still  to  be 
transferred  and  this  work  will  proceed  as  quickly  as  circumstances 
permit. 

Blakeney  and  Awre  Scheme 

A  further  40  properties  were  connected  to  the  mains  supply 
during  1956  in  Blakeney  and  Awre  and  the  majority  of  applica¬ 
tions  have  now  been  completed. 

New  Connections  to  Mains  Supply 

Throughout  the  District  some  194  new  connections  to  the  Council’s 
Mains  were  completed  including  some  thirty-nine  Council  Houses. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Throughout  the  District  there  are  some  sixteen  sewage  disposal 
works  of  varying  size,  including  the  main  Works  at  Soudley; 
considerable  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  that  they  are  all  regularly 
and  efficiently  maintained. 
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Blakeney  Sewerage 

During  the  year,  good  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Con¬ 
tractors  engaged  on  laying  the  necessary  sewers  and  providing 
a  new  sewage  works  at  Blakeney.  It  is  anticipated  that  all  works 
will  be  completed  about  mid  1957  and  that  many  properties  will 
then  be  connected. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SANITARY  SUMMARY 
Water  Supply 

Greenbottom  Supply:  This  supplies  nearly  all  the  properties 
in  Cinderford,  Drybrook,  Ruspidge,  Ruardean  and  Littledean. 
The  supply  is  from  four  sources.  Chemical  analyses  of  all  these 
were  satisfactory.  Bacteriologically,  samples  gave  the  following 
results : — 

(i)  deep  well — four  satisfactory  samples. 

(ii)  adit — all  three  samples  showed  slight  contamination. 

(iii)  St.  Anthony’s  well — all  three  samples  showed  heavy  con¬ 

tamination. 

(iv)  Guns  Mills  No.  2  Spring — both  samples  showed  slight 

contamination. 

The  contamination  of  the  St.  Anthony’s  well  supply  was  because 
this  was  collected  from  the  overflow  of  the  well  and  I  advised  the 
Council  to  abstract  direct  from  the  well.  The  reservoir  at  Green- 
bottom  showed  contamination  apparently  from  this  polluted  water. 
Of  three  samples  taken  all  showed  contamination.  Eighteen  samples 
were  taken  from  the  mains  and  all  were  satisfactory  except  three 
which  showed  slight  contamination. 

Southern  Area  Supply:  This  is  a  spring  water  which  supplies 
Blakeney  and  Awre.  It  was  reported  on  as  a  chemically  satisfactory 
though  hard  water.  Of  four  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  three  were  satisfactory  and  one  unsatisfactory. 

Mitcheldean:  Work  on  the  extension  of  the  mains  from  the 
main  system  was  carried  out.  The  old  Cement  Works  supply  was 
gradually  being  discarded.  Of  fourteen  samples  from  it  only  two 
showed  any  contamination  and,  this  was  slight. 

Rookery  Supply,  Plump  Hill :  This  was  reported  on  as  a  chemically 
satisfactory  though  hard  water.  A  bacteriological  examination  was 
satisfactory. 

Blaisdon:  The  four  samples  taken  all  showed  contamination, 
in  the  case  of  two,  gross  contamination.  The  Gloucester  Mains 
are  being  extended  from  Huntley  to  supply  this  village. 

Dancing  Green  Supply :  The  one  sample  taken  was  satisfactory. 
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Old  Gold  Mine  Supply:  This  was  reported  on  as  a  hard  but  chemic¬ 
ally  satisfactory  water.  Of  two  samples  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  one  was  satisfactory  and  one  showed  slight  contamination. 
All  the  same  it  is  an  unreliable  source  not  suitable  even  if  chlorinated. 

Longhope:  In  connection  with  the  Council’s  application  to 
extend  their  mains  to  this  parish,  I  was  required  to  make  a  report. 
There  are  eighteen  public  wells  and  many  private  wells  and  small 
supplies.  None  of  these  except  the  Hobbs  Lane  Supply  is  satis¬ 
factory.  The  two  schools  are  in  a  particularly  unfortunate  position, 
in  view  of  the  very  poor  state  of  the  well  to  the  C.  of  E.  School, 
water  was  supplied  from  the  Hobbs  Lane  Supply.  A  further  three 
samples  from  the  houses  at  the  Royal  Springs  Council  House 
Estate  showed  contamination.  Huntley  and  Churcham  are  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Gloucester  Corporation. 

Cemetery:  The  preparation  of  this  new  burial  ground  for  the 
Cinderford,  Ruspidge  and  Drybrook  Parishes  at  Yew  Tree  Brake 
was  almost  completed  during  the  year. 

Mortuary:  The  Council’s  Mortuary  at  the  lower  part  of  Cinder- 
ford  was  completed. 


True  Blue  Colliery,  Spoilbank,  Ruardean 

The  Spoilbank  of  this  now  disused  colliery  lies  above  the  village 
of  Ruardean  and  in  times  of  heavy  rain,  a  quantity  of  silt  is  washed 
on  to  the  roads  blocking  the  drains  and  entering  at  least  one  house. 
The  water  from  the  burnt  part  of  the  bank  is  acid  corroding  the 
drain  covers  and  drains.  The  bank  is  invading  the  village. 

In  view  of  the  nuisance  created,  the  Council  asked  the  National 
Coal  Board  to  take  action.  This  proved  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  deal  with  and  the  Board  was  advised  that  the  best  solution  was 
to  plant  trees  on  the  bank  and  put  brushwood  in  the  channels 
in  which  the  water  ran.  The  Forestry  Commission  undertook 
this  for  the  Board. 

Crump  Meadow  Gypsy  Encampment 

This  encampment  is  most  insanitary  and  continued  to  cause 
the  Council  concern.  This  is  on  Forestry  Commission  land  and 
hence  out  of  the  control  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  With  the  closing 
or  tightening  of  control  of  other  encampments  in  the  County  and 
elsewhere,  the  number  of  campers  tends  to  increase.  The  number 
of  real  gypsies  is  small,  the  majority  being  people  of  low  social 
grade  seeking  to  avoid  rent  and  rates  and  get  free  grazing  for  their 
horses.  A  proportion  do  migrate  in  the  summer  to  do  hop  picking 
in  Herefordshire.  Some  are  scrap  metal  dealers.  The  caravans 
are  scattered  over  a  wide  area.  Many  are  in  very  poor  condition. 
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Some  construct  sitting  rooms  of  waterproofs,  sacks,  etc.,  spread 
over  sticks  on  the  bare  earth  leaving  a  hole  in  the  top  for  the  escape 
of  smoke  from  the  wood  fire.  There  is  no  water  supply  except 
polluted  streams  and  no  sanitation.  The  site  is  on  clay  and  is  very 
damp,  and  the  sunlight  is  limited  by  oak  trees.  Some  families  keep 
a  number  of  dogs  which  are  a  nuisance  to  the  Commoners’  sheep. 

The  presence  of  this  site  is  of  serious  detriment  to  the  town  of 
Cinderford.  Their  children  form  a  reservoir  for  head  lice.  At 
the  request  of  the  Council  the  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  Forestry 
Commission  instituted  a  system  of  permits  limiting  the  area  used 
and  the  number  of  campers,  and  restricting  their  dogs. 

I  consider  the  real  answer  is  for  the  Council  to  provide  an  alter¬ 
native  site  where  they  would  have  control  and  would  be  able  to 
provide  facilities  and  make  a  charge. 

Caravan  Site,  Bulley  Lane,  Churcham 

A  farmer  obtained  a  Planning  Permit  for  a  caravan  site  but 
did  not  apply  for  a  licence  under  the  Public  Health  Act  until  it  ’ 
was  pointed  out  to  him  that  such  was  necessary.  It  was  then  found 
that  the  water  supply  was  impure,  the  caravans  in  a  poor  condition, 
the  sanitary  accommodation  not  adequate  and  accordingly  it  was 
not  possible  to  grant  a  licence.  In  January,  the  Council  decided 
to  require  the  owner  to  remove  the  caravans  and  to  take  action  to 
compel  him  to  do  so. 

Housing  Progress 


I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  L.  A.  Andrews,  D.P.A.,  the  Housing  Officer, 


for  the  following 

table. 

Council  Houses 

Parish 

1956 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

Total 

including  1956 

Cinderford 

— 

80 

256 

336 

Drybrook 

— 

6 

101 

107 

Ruspidge 

14 

26 

73 

99 

Awre 

5 

— 

36 

36 

Mitcheldean 

10 

6 

114 

120 

Littledean 

10 

— 

63 

63 

Longhope 

— 

6 

24 

30 

Ruardean 

— 

10 

53 

63 

Churcham 

— 

— 

12 

12 

Huntley 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

134 

740 

874 
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Houses  built  during  the  year 

Total 

Traditional 

Woolaway  Unity 

Ruspidge 

14 

14 

Awre 

5 

5 

Mitcheldean 

10 

10 

Littledean 

10 

10 

39 

5 

34 

Houses  being  built  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 10  houses  at  Ruardean 
Woodside  and  four  at  Drybrook. 

Private  Houses 

A  total  of  51  houses  and  bungalows  were  built  privately  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  249  since  1946. 


Water  Analyses 


<N 


WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Public  Health  Inspector: 
Rodent  Operator: 


A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 
D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

W.  T.  Bebb,  M.S.LA. 

E.  Nelmes  (also  part-time  trainee 

inspector). 


Statistics 

Population  =  17,880  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1956). 

"  Area =25, 154  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses =5,414. 

Rateable  Value=£56,095  (31st  March,  1956).  Product  of  Id.  Rate=£203  Is.  7d. 

Rateable  Yalue=£121,536  (1st  April,  1956).  Product  of  Id.  Rate= 

£424  Os.  Od.  estimated. 

Number  of  Live  Births =285.  Number  of  Deaths =221.  Excess  of  Births  over 
Deaths  =  64. 

Birth  Rate =15.9  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.06  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  16.9. 

Death  Rate =12.6  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.06  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  13.1. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


L 

egitima 

te 

If 

egitima 

te 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

134 

138 

272 

5 

8 

13 

139 

146 

285 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants  under 

4 

3 

7 

4. 

3 

7 

1  year 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

6 

1 

7 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

4  weeks 

5 

1 

6 

— 

1 

1 

5 

2 

7 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish  or  Ward 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  c 
Mains  Wa 
(i)  Direct 

onnected  to 
ter  Supply 
(ii)  Standpipe 

West  Dean  Parish  : 

Bream 

2,417 

732 

623 

5 

Ellwood 

476 

144 

92 

1 

Broadwell 

1,760 

533 

430 

15 

Berry  Hill 

1,348 

408 

315 

8 

Milkwall 

670 

203 

173 

— 

Pillowell 

452 

137 

103 

10 

Whitecroft 

651 

197 

171 

6  " 

Parkend 

680 

206 

178 

3 

Yorkley 

1,295 

392 

343 

9 

Viney  Hill 

409 

124 

63 

2 

Total  W.D.  Parish  . . 

10,158 

3,076 

2,491 

59 

Coleford 

3,435 

1,040 

920 

29 

English  Bicknor 

479 

145 

121 

3 

Lydbrook  Ward 

1,519 

460 

363 

29 

Joys  Green  Ward 

1,021 

309 

291 

8 

Lydbrook  Parish 

(2,540) 

(739) 

(654) 

(37) 

Newland-Clearwell  . . 

680 

206 

105 

5 

Newland-Redbrook  . . 

370 

112 

150 

— 

Total  Newland  Parish 

(1,050) 

(318) 

(255) 

(5) 

Staunton 

218 

66 

63 

2 

Total  West  Dean 

Rural  District 

17,880 

5,414 

4,504 

135 

This  table,  except  for  the  population  estimates,  was  supplied 
by  Mr.  Bebb  from  the  recent  housing  survey. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows; — 

Housing 

(a)  Action  under  Section  1 1  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in' respect  of  which  demo¬ 

lition  orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  were  accepted 

(a)  that  the  houses  would  cease  to  be  used  for  human 

habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(b)  that  the  houses  would  be  rendered  fit  to  the  satis¬ 

faction  of  the  L.A.  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  were  cancelled  after  necessary  work  had 
been  completed  and  houses  render  fit  . .  . .  5 


26 


(b)  Action  under  Section  1 1  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  amended 
by  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953 

(i)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 

ing  Orders  were  made  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Orders  19 

(ii)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  revoked  and  Demolition 

Orders  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

The  number  of  condemned  houses  subject  to  demolition,  clearance 
or  closing  orders,  scattered  throughout  the  district  in  various 
stages  of  dilapidation,  increased  still  further  during  the  year  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  30  were  demolished.  The  rate  of  condemna¬ 
tion  exceeded  the  rate  at  which  the  properties  were  pulled  down. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  comparisons  for  the 
past  three  years  is  as  follows: — 


UNOCCUPIED 

OCCl 

JPIED 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

(a)  Houses  subject 
to  Demolition 
Orders  . . 

36 

45 

56 

62 

15 

10 

8 

34 

(b)  Houses  subject 
to  Clearance 

Orders  . . 

44 

35 

36 

30 

7 

6 

4 

4 

(c)  Undertakings  . . 

4 

4 

9 

11 

5 

5 

5 

7 

(d)  Houses  subject 
to  Closing  Orders 

3 

14 

18 

— 

— 

— 

8 

The  reason  for  the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  con¬ 
demned  houses  still  occupied  is  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
Programme. 

Families  occupying  houses  condemned  in  1956  will  not  be  re¬ 
housed  until  some  time  in  1957  as  the  new  houses  will  not  be  avail¬ 
able  until  then. 

If  these  properties  are  discounted  there  is  a  further  drop  of  three 
in  the  actual  number  of  long  standing  condemned  houses  still 
occupied. 

Slum  Clearance 

The  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme  formulated  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Section  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
proposes  dealing  with  300  unfit  houses  in  the  next  eight  years. 

For  1956  it  was  decided  to  erect  72  houses  for  the  express  pur¬ 
pose  of  re-housing  families  from  these  slum  properties. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  however  although  Section  11  action  had 
been  taken  on  44  of  these  cottages  not  one  of  the  new  houses  had 
.  been  completed. 
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Many  difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  action  leading  to 
the  condemnation  of  these  houses  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
£22  Is.  Od.  subsidy  which  the  Council  hoped  to  claim  on  every  one 
of  the  new  houses  built.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  Housing 
Subsidies  Act  1956  was  formulated  with  very  little  regard  to  con¬ 
ditions  in  rural  districts,  where  in  many  instances  the  houses  being 
condemned  were  detached,  situated  well  away  from  other  properties 
and  eminently  suitable  for  reconditioning.  If  however  the  Council 
agreed  to  accept  from  the  owner  an  undertaking  that  a  cottage 
would  not  be  re-occupied  until  made  fit  and  the  house  was 
accordingly  not  taken  permanently  out  of  occupation,  then  the 
Council  could  not  claim  the  subsidy  for  the  house  built  to  re-house 
the  tenants. 

The  whole  action  therefore  resolved  itself  into  a  conflict  between 
the  Council’s  desire  to  afford  the  owner  all  his  rights  under  Section 
11,  and  their  fears  that  the  houses  being  built  would  not  be  eligible 
for  subsidy  if  all  these  rights  were  granted.  Similar  difficulties  will 
be  experienced  if  and  when  applications  are  made  to  recondition 
one  of  these  condemned  properties  under  Section  5  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Water  Supply 

Eighty-five  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Results  were  as  follows: 


Main  Supply 


Source 

No  of 
Samples 
taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Springs  serving  Redbrook  supply 
(Before  chlorination) 

10 

5 

5 

Limekiln  Pool  Springs  (Before 
chlorination)  . . 

29 

15 

14 

Direct  from  Taps  on  Main 
Supply  (After  chlorination)  . . 

29 

28 

1 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  taken  from  the  Limekiln 
Pool  Springs  and  the  Main  (after  chlorination)  is  due  to  the  dumping 
of  sheep  and  pig  carcases  in  several  of  the  pit  shafts  in  the  area 
during  the  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  when  local  knowledge 
predicted  that  this  course  might  lead  to  pollution  of  the  Council’s 
main  source  of  supply. 

The  sampling  however,  which  extended  over  several  months  at 
bi-weekly  intervals,  proved  that  the  danger,  which  was  a  real  one, 
did  not  materialise. 
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Other  Sources 


No.  of 

Source 

Samples 

taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Public  Wells  . . 

15 

7 

8 

Private  Wells  or  Springs 

2 

— 

2 

The  number  of  properties  using  public  wells  decreased  again 
this  year  but  far  too  many  householders  still  depend  for  their 
supply  of  water  on  these  very  doubtful  sources. 

The  use  of  many  private  sources  of  supply  (springs,  wells,  or 
reservoirs)  was  also  dispensed  with.  This  is  most  gratifying  as  most 
are  almost  invariably  grossly  polluted. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Registration  of  persons  distributing  milk 

Number  on  register  at  beginning  of  1956  . .  . .  . .  12 

Removed  from  register  during  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Added  to  register  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Total  distributors  at  end  of  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

The  number  of  producer-retailers  dropped  by  four  during  the 
year  to  26  showing  a  continuation  in  the  steady  decrease  over 
the  last  few  years. 


Registration  of  Premises  used  as  Dairies 

The  number  of  registered  dairies  increased  by  one  and  now 
totals  six. 


Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special  Designations  were  issued 
as  follows: — 

(a)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 

Milk),  Regulations,  1949 

(1)  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

(2)  Supplementary  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

(b)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

(1)  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

(2)  Supplementary  . .  ’  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

In  addition  13  producer-retailers  distribute  T.T.  milk  produced 

at  their  own  farms. 
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Sampling 

A  total  of  53  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  submitted  for 
examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 

Results  were  as  follows : — 


Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Raw 

Milk 

Past. 

Milk 

Past. 

Milk 

S. 

U. 

S. 

U. 

S. 

U. 

25 

6 

22 

— 

22 

— 

As  a  matter  of  routine  all  raw  milks  submitted  to  the  Newport 
Laboratory  are  tested  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  by  animal 
innoculation.  Not  one  of  the  31  samples  submitted  was  found  to 
be  positive. 

No  tests  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  were  carried  out. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1956 

This  order  came  into  operation  on  the  10th  April,  1956,  and 
made  the  whole  of  West  Dean  and  three  of  the  adjoining  Rural 
Districts  a  “Specified  Area.” 

The  small  amount  of  upheaval  and  inconvenience  caused  to  the 
retailers  is  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  work  done,  particularly 
in  1954,  but  also  in  1955,  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Prior  to  1954  very  little  graded 
milk  was  sold  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  was  retailed  from 
churns  and  delivery  buckets.  By  the  time  of  the  change-over 
however,  practically  all  milk  was  sold  in  bottles  and  the  bulk  of 
the  milk  retailed  was  graded. 

It  was  necessary  however  for  retailers  (mainly  producer-retailers) 
who  had  previously  sold  their  milk  as  Ordinary  Milk,  although  in 
many  instances  it  was  produced  as  T.T.  milk,  to  sell  their  milk  as 
a  Designated  milk.  Six  producer  retailers  discontinued  their  retail 
rounds. 

Ice  Cream 

Registration  of  Premises  for  the  Sale,  Storage  or  manufacture  of 
Ice  Cream 

Number  on  register  at  beginning  of  1956  . .  . .  . .  58 

Removed  from  register  during  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Added  to  register  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ....  8 


Total  registered  premises  at  end  of  year 


66 


Practically  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is  now  manu¬ 
factured  by  one  or  other  of  four  main  manufacturing  companies. 

One  retailer  manufactures  his  own  ice  cream  by  the  hot  mix 
method  and  four  others  manufacture  a  complete  “cold  mix.” 

Of  the  ice  cream  samples  taken  62.5%  were  Grade  1,  25%  were 
Grade  II  and  12.5%  were  Grade  III. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Slaughterhouses 

The  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  which  is  now 
normally  used  only  for  the  occasional  slaughter  of  small  animals 
was  brought  into  use  during  the  foot  and  mouth  outbreak,  when 
the  movement  of  live  animals  was  restricted,  for  the  slaughter  of 
pigs  by  a  well  known  hrm  of  bacon  curers. 

During  the  four  weeks  of  its  use  by  them  736  pigs  were  killed 
and  the  carcases  removed  to  their  factory  for  further  treatment. 

Apart  from  pigs  mentioned  above,  49  sheep,  9  calves  and  15 
pigs  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

272  lbs.  of  carcase  meat  was  condemned  at  shops  and  other 
food  premises  as  follows: — 

129^  lbs.  of  Beef  for  decomposition 
12  lbs.  of  Beef  for  injury 
5  lbs.  of  Beef  for  fat  necrosis 
7  lbs.  of  Lamb  for  abscesses 
29  lbs.  of  Pork  for  decomposition 
90  lbs.  of  Pork  (One  carcase)  for  dropsy 
In  addition  lOlbs.  of  cooked  ham,  221bs.  of  Beef  Offal,  3  stone 
of  herrings  was  condemned  for  decomposition  and  2  stone  of 
smoked  haddock  and  a  quantity  of  tinned  food  totalling  approxi¬ 
mately  751bs.  for  various  reasons. 

General 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Eight  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  under  the  Act 
during  1956. 

Caravan  Sites 

Twenty  licences  were  granted  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  use  parcels  of  land  for  a  total  of  22  caravans. 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

One  certificate  of  “Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire”  was  issued. 
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Outworkers 

84  persons  were  notified  by  one  factory  in  the  district  specialising 
in  the  manufacture  of  pins,  hair  grips,  metal  fasteners,  etc.,  as 
being  employed  by  them  as  outworkers. 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Calcium  Carbide 

Premises  licensed  in  1954  for  the  keeping  of  petroleum  spirit 


and  calcium  carbide  were: — 

Petroleum  Spirit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 

Calcium  Carbide  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Number  of  properties  inspected  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  623 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  . .  . .  87 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  with  mice  . .  . .  30 

Number  of  infestations  treated  by 

(a)  Operator  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..117 

(b)  By  reference  to  A. E.C.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  Parks,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.Inst.H.E.,  A.R.S.H.,  reports 
as  follows: — 

k 

Water  Supply 

1.  Rainfall: 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  amounted  to  32.38  ins.  and  of 
this  amount  approximately  one-third  only  fell  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year  causing  a  falling  off  in  the  yield  of  springs  both  at  Lydbrook 
and  Redbrook. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  less  than  average,  and  even 
less  than  for  the  year  1955.  There  were  no  heavy  storms  and  conse¬ 
quently  no  severe  run-off  or  flooding  likely  to  give  rise  to  con¬ 
tamination. 

2.  Yield  of  Springs: 

As  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  report  the  rainfall  was  consider¬ 
ably  less  than  average  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  during 
October  the  yield  of  springs  fell  appreciably.  At  Lydbrook  the 
yield  was  816,000  gallons  per  day  and  at  Redbrook  250,000  gallons 
per  day.  At  Redbrook  there  is  also  the  deep  borehole  which  is 
capable  of  yielding  approximately  150,000  gallons  per  day,  but 
this  was  not  used. 
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3.  Supply  Statistics: 


15 

»55 

19 

56 

West  Dean  R.D.C. 

Bulk  to  East 
Dean  R.D.C. 

West  Dean 

R.D.C. 

Bulk  to  East 
Dean  R.D.C. 

219,328,000 

12,000,000 

217,428,000 

18,100,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  though  the  total  amount  pumped  is  somewhat 
greater  than  for  the  previous  year,  the  actual  amount  pumped 
for  our  own  use  is  slightly  less. 


4.  Average  Consumption  per  head  per  day: 

This  amounted  to  31  gallons,  and  again  is  slightly  less  than 
31.25  gallons  per  head  used  in  1955. 

5.  Bulk  Supplies  to  Industry  and  Others: 

(a)  Carter’s  Royal  Forest  Factory.  In  July  it  was  thought 
that  the  supplies  to  this  factory  from  their  own  private  sources 
were  dwindling  and  as  a  result  I  was  asked  to  augment  the  bulk 
supply  to  the  factory.  This  was  done  and  the  supplies  raised  from 
30,000  gallons  per  day  to  120,000  gallons  per  day,  and  continued 
so  for  approximately  six  or  seven  weeks. 

(b)  Stowfield  Hospital.  In  previous  years  when  this  property 
had  been  occupied  by  the  County  Council  and  used  as  a  children’s 
home  there  had  been  continuous  complaints  of  shortage  of  water 
during  the  daytime.  As  a  result  of  these  complaints,  on  the  property 
becoming  vacant  I  made  intensive  investigations  prior  to  the  occu¬ 
pation  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

It  was  discovered  that  a  2in.  ring  main  around  the  properties 
was  seriously  defective,  wasting  approximately  12,000  gallons 
per  day.  This  was  isolated  and  there  have  been  no  complaints 
of  shortage  since. 

6.  Routine  Sampling : 

Routine  samples  are  taken  at  monthly  intervals  both  from  the 
sources  of  supply  and  from  distribution  points  in  the  district.  They 
have  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  details  are  given  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Inspector. 

It  was  feared  at  one  time  during  the  year  that  there  might  be 
contamination  taking  place  from  some  indiscriminate  dumping 
of  animal  carcases  following  the  outbreak  of  foot-an-mouth  disease 
and  mass  slaughter,  but  though  these  animals  had  been  dumped 
down  an  adjacent  dis-used  pit  shaft  with  apparently  no  thought 
whatsoever  to  the  possibility  of  contamination  of  public  water 
supplies,  the  danger  did  not  materialise  though  samples  were  taken 
twice  weekly  for  a  considerable  period  thereafter. 
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7.  Water  Main  Extensions: 

As  was  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1955,  the  West  Dean  Council 
had  in  mind  an  appreciable  number  of  extensions  of  water  mains 
and  during  the  year  1956  mains  were  laid  as  follows: — 

1 .  Oldcroft. 

2.  Sling  to  Stowe  Green. 

3.  Private  main  to  Stowe  Green  Farm. 

4.  Private  main  to  Proberts  Barn. 

5.  Main  from  Bream  to  Parkend. 

6.  A  small  main  at  Pastors  Hill,  Bream. 

8.  New  Connections  to  Mains: 

During  the  year  119  new  connections  were  made  to  the  Council’s 
water  mains. 

9.  Limitations  of  supply  from  small  diameter  mains: 

Considerable  shortages  were  again  experienced  during  the  year 
in  the  villages  of  Parkend,  Yorkley  and  Newland,  but  since  the 
new  main  was  laid  from  Bream  to  Parkend  the  situation  has  been 
remedied  and  there  is  not  now  any  shortage  whatsoever. 

So  far  as  Newland  is  concerned,  this  too  is  a  2in.  diameter  water 
main  and  has  become  considerably  corroded  internally  in 
addition  to  which  an  air  valve  on  the  high  point  on  the  long  line 
of  main  had  become  defective.  The  air  valve  has  been  replaced 
and  investigations  are  still  continuing  as  to  the  most  economical 
method  of  dealing  with  or  by-passing  the  internal  corrosion. 

10.  Combined  Service  Pipes: 

From  time  to  time  during  the  year  applications  are  made  from 
house  owners  for  a  connection  to  a  small  diameter  communication 
pipe  laid  in  open  forest  track  or  open  forest  land.  In  many  cases 
the  pipe  is  only  of  ^in.  diameter  and  should  its  location  be  in  an 
area  of  high  pressure  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  refuse  the  applica¬ 
tion  and  insist  on  the  applicant  laying  a  new  communication  pipe 
of  his  own  to  serve  his  own  property.  This  is  wasteful,  and  it  is 
a  pity  that  when  these  long  lengths  of  communication  and  service 
pipes  are  laid  to  individual  properties,  the  adjacent  owners  could 
not  agree  amongst  themselves  there  and  then  to  lay  one  pipe  large 
enough  for  all  properties  in  the  vicinity. 

11.  Programme  of  Improvements  to  Distribution: 

As  was  mentioned  in  the  1955  report  the  West  Dean  Council 
have  under  consideration  the  provision  of  a  small  Booster  Pumping 
Station  in  Lower  Yorkley  in  order  to  augment  the  supplies  through 
the  storage  towers  at  Yorkley  for  Yorkley  Slade,  Oldcroft  and  Viney 
Hill. 
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The  proposal  has  not,  however,  been  proceeded  with  as  it  is  now 
felt  that  it  would  be  better  to  defer  any  further  consideration  pend- 
ind  the  outcome  of  the  proposed  Joint  Water  Board.  It  may  well 
be  that  a  larger  Booster  Pumping  Station  would  be  required  if 
supplies  are  to  be  delivered  in  bulk  through  Oldcroft  to  any  part 
of  the  Lydney  Rural  District  which  is  immediately  adjacent. 

Taking  this  possibility  a  stage  further  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
excessive  pressures  in  the  water  mains  to  the  domestic  consumer 
at  Whitecroft,  it  might  even  be  more  desirable  to  instal  a  break 
pressure  tank  at  Hillside,  Bream,  in  order  to  lower  the  pressures 
in  Whitecroft  and  to  re-site  the  proposed  Booster  Pumping  Station 
lower  down  the  hill  from  Yorkley  so  as  to  pick  up  the  pressure 
again  at  a  point  where  necessary  and  deliver  greater  quantities 
under  greater  pressure.  These  matters,  however,  cannot  be  fully 
considered  until  such  time  as  the  outcome  of  the  proposed  Joint 
Water  Board  is  known. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal: 

The  main  sewage  disposal  works  for  Coleford  and  adjacent 
area  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year,  and  there  have 
been  no  complaints  from  the  Rivers  Board  or  other  persons  or 
Bodies. 

The  disposal  of  sludge  still  presents  a  major  problem  and  it 
might  eventually  be  necessary  to  institute  a  haulage  system  to  take 
this  dry  sludge  from  Newland  to  the  nearest  refuse  tip  for  burial 
with  household  refuse. 

On  the  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  various  Council  housing 
estates  throughout  the  district,  the  works  have  been  well  maintained 
and  the  Council  have  now  entered  into  a  de-sludging  contract 
for  the  de-sludging  of  all  settlement  tanks,  humus  tanks  and  the 
like  throughout  the  whole  district,  once  each  quarter. 

Refuse  Collection: 

There  have  been  no  undue  difficulties  during  the  year  on  this 
aspect,  except  that  as  the  area  is  divided  into  two  collection  areas 
and  only  two  lorries  operate  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  the  col¬ 
lection  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  if  either  one  of  the 
lorrries  has  to  be  taken  olT  the  road  for  emergency  repairs  or  main¬ 
tenance. 

The  difficulties  have  been  pointed  out  to  the  Council  and  are 
appreciated,  and  it  is  hoped  during  the  year  1957  to  re-organise 
the  system  of  collection  onto  a  three  area  basis  using  three  vehicles, 
which  not  only  would  provide  a  better  collection  service  relieving 
pressure  on  the  operatives,  but  also  provide  a  safety  margin  in  the 
event  of  any  one  of  the  three  vehicles  being  off  the  road  for  any 
purpose. 
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Housing : 

New  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  the  year  were  46  and 
new  houses  in  course  of  construction  as  on  the  31st  December  were  16. 

During  the  year  the  Council  brought  forward  five  cases  of  Im¬ 
provement  Grants  still  outstanding  and  approved  a  further  36. 
In  all  cases  the  improvements  to  the  property  were  considerable, 
involving  the  provision  of  bathrooms  with  domestic  hot  water 
facilities,  washing  facilities,  drainage,  septic  tank  and  the  like, 
together  with  all  other  amenities. 

In  addition  the  Council  also  made  loans  to  89  persons  under 
either  the  Housing  Acts  or  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act, 
either  to  purchase  their  own  home  or  to  carry  out  extensive  renova¬ 
tions,  and  in  all  cases  I  made  the  valuation  and  approved  the  speci¬ 
fications  of  works. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SANITARY  SUMMARY 
Water  Supply 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  reported  on  the  present  satis¬ 
factory  state  of  the  Council’s  Water  Supply:  the  Inspector  has 
dealt  with  the  sampling. 

Sewerage 

Coleford,  Berry  Hill  and  Coalway  are  the  only  parts  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  draining  to  the  disposal  works.  Broadwell  very  badly  needs 
to  be  sewered.  An  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  inspected  Broadwell 
and  as  a  consequence  the  Scheme  was  approved  but  permission 
to  start  was  deferred.  Subsequently,  a  fresh  report  by  me  was 
requested  by  the  Ministry  and  the  Council  was  permitted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  tender. 

Lydbrook  badly  needs  to  be  sewered,  the  stream  through  the 
village  is  very  polluted.  Bream  also  badly  requires  to  be  sewered. 

Whitecliff  stream  continues  to  be  very  polluted  almost  entirely 
by  the  sewage  and  trade  effluent  from  Carter’s  Factory.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  have  been  advised  not  to  take  this  effluent  into  their  sewer  until 
considerable  extensions  are  made  to  the  sewerage  works.  These 
are  estimated  to  cost  about  £112,000.  In  the  meantime,  the  stream 
is  a  worry  to  the  people  who  live  near  it,  to  the  farmers  who  own 
about  1,000  animals  which  drink  from  it,  and  to  the  Rivers  Board 
because  of  its  affect  upon  fish. 
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Housing  Progress 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  A.  C.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  for  the 


following  table:- 

Council  Houses 

Parish 

1956 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

Total 

including  1956 

Coleford 

8 

166 

156 

322 

English  Bicknor 

— 

8 

20 

28 

Staunton 

7 

— 

11 

11 

Newland 

— 

48 

2 

50 

Lydbrook 

31 

68 

93 

161 

West  Dean 

— 

302 

355 

657 

46 

592 

637 

1,229 

Of  the  46  houses  erected  in  1956,  39  were  Cornish  Units  and  7 
were  of  traditional  type. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Council  also  own  21  hutments  at 
Wynols  Hill,  Coleford,  and  5  other  private  houses  all  of  which 
are  being  used  as  units  of  housing  accommodation. 

Private  Houses:  29  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  making  a  total  of  147  during  the  post-war  period. 


37 


Water  Analyses 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Public  Health  Inspector : 
Rodent  Operator  and 
Inspector: 


A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.), 
D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.CP. 

W.  M.  Richards,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.H. 

R.  C.  Reed,  A.R.LP.H.H.  (also  part- 
time  other  Health  Dept,  duties). 


Statistics 

Population  =12,100  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1956). 

Area =25,544  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  =  3,61 5. 

Rateable  Value  =  £53,271  (31st  March,  1956).  Product  of  Id.  Rate  =  £202  14s. 
IHd. 

Rateable  Value  =  £11 1,210  (1st  April,  1956).  Product  of  Id.  Rate= 

£446  Os.  Od.  estimated. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  170.  Number  of  Deaths  =123.  Excess  of  Births  over 
Deaths =47. 

Birth  Rate  =  13.2  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.12  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  14.8. 
Death  Rate  =  10.2  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.12  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  11.4. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


L 

egitima 

te 

11 

egitima 

te 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

76 

84 

160 

6 

4 

10 

82 

88 

170 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants  under 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  year 

Deaths  of 
infants  under 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

6 

4  weeks 

3 

3 

6 

—— 

" 

3 

3 

6 

39 


Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  c 
Mains  Wa 
(i)  Direct 

onnected  to 
ter  Supply 
(ii)  Standpipe 

Lydney 

5,067 

1,621 

1,539 

_ 

Tidenham 

2,701 

864 

621 

10 

St.  Briavels 

1,165 

373 

24 

— 

Woolaston 

813 

260 

154 

11 

Aylburton 

744 

238 

163 

— 

Hewelsfield 

422 

135 

39 

— 

Alvington 

388 

124 

94 

4 

Totals 

11,300* 

3,615 

2,634 

25 

*This  is  800  less  than  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  12,100 
in  order  to  allow  for  the  personnel  and  apprentices  at  the  Beachley 
Army  Apprentices’  School.  Except  for  the  population  estimates 
I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  D.  S.  Bennett,  A.R.Y.A.,  the  Rating  Officer 
for  the  above  table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  W.  M.  Richards  reports  as  follows: — 

Housing 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  Houses 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936  and  Housing  Repairs  Act,  1954. 

Part  B  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Demolished — formal  or  informal  (Sec.  11)  . .  . .  7 

(b)  Closed — undertaking  by  owners  still  in  force  (Sec.  11)  4 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Sec.  12)  . .  . .  . .  1 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Closed  by  Closing  Orders  (Sec.  3  (1)  and  3  (2))  . .  — 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  ‘ 

Closed  by  Closing  Orders  (Sec.  10  (1)  and  11  (2))  . .  2 

Repairs  in  the  Period 

(4)  Houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  reme¬ 
died  by  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  under  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts.  Action  after  formal  notice. 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied : — 

(a)  by  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..11 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  — 
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(6)  Housing  Act,  1936.  Action  after  formal  notice 

Houses  made  fit — (a)  by  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(7)  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved  and  Demolition 
Orders  revoked  (Sec.  5)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Part  C.  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use 

(8)  Position  at  end  of  period 

(a)  Houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  and 

approved  for  grant  under  Sec.  7. 

(b)  Separate  dwelling  contained  in  (a)  above 

(c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  (Sec.  6) 

Part  D.  Purchase  of  houses  by  agreement. 

(9)  Houses  in  clearance  Areas,  other  than  those  included  in 

confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  in  the  period  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Note: — A  defective  house  remedied  more  than  once  during  the 
period  i^  included  once  only. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936— Secs.  268-69 

Number  of  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Licences  granted  during  the  year: — 

(a)  To  use  land  as  sites  for  Moveable  Dwellings  . .  . .  — 

(b)  To  use  or  station  and  use  a  Moveable  Dwelling  . .  1 

(c)  Renewal  of  hcences  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

(d)  Application  for  licence  refused  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(e)  Licences  cancelled  (no  application  for  renewal)  . .  . .  2 

Number  on  the  Register: — Lydney  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Woolaston  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Hewelsfield  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Water  Supply: — 

Nine  sites  are  supplied  by  tap  or  standpipe,  one  from  Public  Well. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected: — Tuberculosis  . .  . .  5 

Other  Diseases  . .  . .  14 

Total  . .  . .  19 
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Water  Supply 

Ninety-four  samples  taken  from  various  sources  were  submitted 


for  analysis : — 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  County 

Hall,  Newport,  Mon. 

82 

Canynge  Hall,  Bristol 

12  Total 

Piped  supplies  . . 

42 

Wells  . 

36 

Swimming  Pools 

12 

Streams 

4  Total 

Summary  of  Reports 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 

15 

Slight  contamination  . . 

19 

Heavy  contamination 

18 

Gross  contamination  . . 

16 

Total 

68 

Samples  taken  for  free  Chlorine 

20 

Chemical 

6 

j 

Source 

Number  of 
Samples 

Free  Residual 
Chlorine 

Total  Residual 
Chlorine 

Femeyley 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tufts  Level 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Half  Acre  Cafe,  Lydney 

9 

Nil 

0.02  ppm 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.006  ppm 

Nil 

0.04  ppm 

Nil 

0.02  ppm 

Nil 

0.03  ppm 

Nil 

0.02  ppm 

Nd 

0.02  ppm 

Nil 

0.02  ppm 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool 

2 

0.02  ppm 

0.03  ppm 

Nil 

0.04  ppm 

Beachley  Swimming  Pool 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

20 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Dairies  not  at  farm  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Distributors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 — 1954. 

Licences  granted  by  the  County  Council  . .  . .  . .  1 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  to  use  the  special  designation 
‘Pasteurised’  in  relation  to  milk  sold  from  Sedbury  Dairies 

1  ^t^l «  ..  ..  ••  •«  ••  ••  t«  8 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 — 1954. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  to  use  the  special  designation 
‘Tuberculin  Tested’  Milk  (Pasteurised)  . .  . .  . .  8 

23  samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  and  sub- 
mitted  for  examination: — 

Newport  Laboratory  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

12  11 

Biological:  28  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion. 

Animal  inoculation  tests  on  all  specimens  yielded  negative  results 
to  tuberculosis. 

There  are  16  registered  retailers  residing  in  the  district.  Two 
reside  outside  the  district.  Seven  retailers  draw  their  milk  supplies, 
Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested,  in  bottles  from  Sedbury  Dairies 
Ltd.,  thus  dispensing  with  necessity  of  individual  dairies. 

Sedbury  Dairies  Ltd. 

Number  of  Producers  . .  38 

Average  daily  throughput 

of  milk  . .  . .  ..  2,150  gallons,  plus  200  gallons  from 

C.W.S.  Dairy,  Chepstow. 

Bottles  (daily  average)  . .  20,000 
Forty-two  pint  bottles  taken  from  the  washing  machine  were 
submitted  for  examination.  These  bottle  washes  were  satisfactory. 
Colony  Count  per  bottle:  12 — 16  colonies 

12 — 290  colonies 
6 — 1378  colonies 
12 — 4910  colonies 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1952 

Number  on  the  Register : — Retailer  Producer — Prepacked  . .  29 

Retailer  Producer — Cold-mix  . .  2 
Retailer  Producer — Hot  Mix  . .  — 
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Thirteen  samples  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  : — 

Details  Grade  I  II  III  IV  Total 

10  3  —  —  13 


Methylene  Blue  Test 

Grade  I  Samples  not  decolourised  at  the  end  of  4  hours  . .  10 

Grade  II  Samples  not  decolourised  at  the  end  of  4  hours  . .  3 

41  visits  were  made  and  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect 
of  the  handling  of  ice  cream  or  the  condition  of  premises. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  following  are  the  percentages  of  food  premises  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  complying  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  at  31st 
December,  1956: — 

Wash  Hand  Basins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83  % 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83  % 

Facilities  for  Washing  Food  and  Equipment  . .  . .  67  % 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  95% 

Number  of  Shops  equipped  with  Refrigerators  and  Display 

Cabinets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Number  of  applications  granted  for  exemption  under  Section 
38  subsections  2  and  4  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  Regu¬ 
lations  15,  16  (1)  and  (2),  18  and  19  (1)  (a)  and  (b)  of  the 
Food  Hygene  Regulations,  1955,  on  grounds  of  re¬ 
stricted  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 


Meat  Regulations 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  Mon¬ 
day  and  Tuesday  in  each  week  and  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain 
a  100  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  food  animals  slaughtered. 

During  the  year  ended  3 1st  December,  1956,  the  following  animals 
have  been  slaughtered  in  the  two  licensed  premises: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Number  killed 
Number  inspected 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

150 

150 

— 

9 

9 

1,011 

1,011 

1-72 

172 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

29 

___ 

- _ 

19 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  . . 

19.3% 

1.87% 

2.3  % 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

- 

. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  , . 

3 

-  ■  — 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

IV 

^  /o 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  , . 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

. 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

■ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 
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Amount  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 


Bovine:  3  Bovine  Heads 
27  Bovine  Livers 
2  Bovine  Lungs 
Sheep  and  19  Sheep  livers 
Lambs 

Pigs :  4  Pig  plucks 
Imported  Meat 


Other  Foods:  Various  foodstuffs 
Cooked  hams  . . 


102  lbs. 

297  lbs. 

19  lbs.  Total  418  lbs. 

31  lbs.  Total  31  lbs. 

25  lbs.  Total  25  lbs. 

140  lbs.  Total  140  lbs. 


614  lbs. 

478  tins 

3  (average  weight  Ilf  lbs.) 


Prevention  of  Damage  By  Pests  Act,  1949 

Report  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1956. 


Type  of  I 

Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All  others 
including  business 
premises 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by 
Local  Authority  as  a  result  of : — 
(a)  Notification 

18 

13 

(b)  Survey  under  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

7 

886 

467 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  other  pur¬ 
poses) 

— 

63 

123 

Total  inspections  including  re¬ 
inspections 

7 

1,009 

676 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  infested 
by: — 

(a)  Rats :  Major 

Minor 

4 

53 

31 

(b)  Mice:  Major 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

2 

8 

7 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  . . 

6 

61 

30 

Number  of  Block  Control  schemes 
carried  out 

— 

9 

5 
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Treatments  were  carried  out  to  the  sewers  at  Lydney  and  Sedbury 
twice  during  the  year.  The  infestation  at  Sedbury  was  very  small 
but  in  the  older  Lydney  sewers  there  was  found  a  more  persistent 
type  of  infestation  which  was  not  easy  to  treat  with  the  prevailing 
local  conditions. 

Refuse  tips  in  the  district  were  inspected  frequently  and  infestations 
dealt  with.  Some  experimental  work  with  permanent  baiting  points 
was  carried  out  at  Hoggins  Tip,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Briavels,  with 
quite  favourable  results. 

The  public  are  still  reluctant  to  report  infestations  early  enough 
to  facilitate  treatment  being  commenced  before  rodent  colonies 
are  well  established.  During  the  year  notices  were  published  in 
the  local  press  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that  owners  and  occu¬ 
piers  of  land  and  premises  are  obliged  to  report  the  presence  of 
rodents  to  the  Local  Authority.  Unfortunately  the  notices  appear 
to  have  had  little  effect. 

All  routine  inspections  of  agricultural  properties  were  suspended 
for  a  period  of  two  months  during  the  year  due  to  an  epidemic 
of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  the  Royal  Forest  of  Dean.  This 
action  was  taken  to  avoid  the  risk  of  spreading  the  infection.  All 
infestations  found  at  farms  where  no  contract  for  rodent  control 
existed  were  reported  to  the  County  Pests  Officer  of  the  Gloucester¬ 
shire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  whose  co-operation  in 
dealing  with  these  was  appreciated. 


Insect  Pests 

In  addition  to  the  average  number  of  fly  nuisances  several  com¬ 
plaints  were  received  of  heavy  infestations  of  flies  in  houses  in 
various  parts  of  the  district.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that 
these  infestations  had  certain  characteristics  which  differed  con¬ 
siderably  from  those  of  the  average  infestation  with  the  common 
house  fly  (musca  domestica).  In  view  of  this,  detailed  investigations 
were  carried  out  and  the  microscopical  examination  of  specimens 
revealed  the  fly  in  question  to  be  the  Cluster  fly  (Pollenia  rudis). 
This  fly  is  not  easily  dealt  with  as  the  larvae  are  parasitic  in  certain 
earthworms  and  no  practical  means  have  been  found  of  directing 
control  methods  against  their  breeding  places.  All  infestations 
were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  using  Gammexane  smoke  and  sprays 
containing  pyrethrum  and  D.D.T. 

A  number  of  ant  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
Some  were  particularly  difficult  owing  to  ant  colonies  having 
established  themselves  below  concrete  floors. 
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Lydney  Shipping 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  Year  1956. 


Number 

Number 

reported 

Number  of  vessels 
on  which  de- 

Coastwise 

(Motors) 

(Sailing) 

Tonnage 

to  be 
defective 

fects  were 
remedied 

753 

47,249 

— 

— 

Vessels 

Vessels 

Logs 

Coal 

Year 

In 

Out 

In 

Out 

Grain 

1956 

753 

752 

16,416 

73,645 

Nil 

1955 

808 

803 

15,542 

82,615 

Nil 

Increase 

— 

— 

874 

— 

— 

Decrease 

55 

51 

— 

8,970 

— 

Cargo  Exported  Coal  73,645  tons 

Cargo  Imported  Logs  16,416  tons 


Total  Cargo  inwards  and  outwards  90,061  tons 
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Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in¬ 
cluding  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  F actories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3.  4.  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

10 

15 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  . 

44 

71 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

3 

7 

Total 

57 

93 

— 

— 
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2  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


j 

Number  of  cases 

Number 

in  which  defects  were  found 

of  case 

in  which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosec’tns 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (SI) 
Unreasonable  tern- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

perature  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . . 

3 

1 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Out¬ 
works) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

During  the  Year: — 

Added 

Deleted 

‘Change’ 

Factories 

2 

2 

4 

Outworkers 

No. 

Whitecroft  Pin  Manufacturing  Coy.  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos  17 

Petroleum  Acts 

Forty-five  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  Storage  of 
Petroleum  Spirit. 

Summary: — Filling  Stations  13 

Farms  9 

Factories  8 

Quarries  4 

Business  premises  11 
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Complaints : — 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  (a)  Total  61 

(b)  Swine  — 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  58 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  61 

Statutory  notices  served  — 

Nuisances  unabated  3 


A  survey  was  undertaken  to  determine  the  number  of  dwellings 
in  the  District  having  a  cesspool  or  soak-a-way.  The  results  are 
tabulated  below. 


Parish 

Number  of  d 

wellings  with 

Cesspool 

Soak-a-way 

Alvington 

9 

14 

Aylburton 

35 

25 

Hewelsfield  . .  . .  . . 

45 

24 

Lydney  , . 

46 

44 

St.  Briavels 

123 

105 

Tidenham 

192 

93 

Woolaston 

67 

56 

Totals  for  District 

517 

361 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  1.  Spratt,  M.I.Mun,Eng.,  A.M.P.T.L,  M.R.S.H.,  reports 
as  follows: — 

The  water  supply  is  from  two  sources.  Water  from  the  Ferneyley 
Springs  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  at  Aylburton  Common  at  a  level 
of  460ft.  Oins.  O.D.  and  Tufts  Level  is  a  gravity  supply  used  for  the 
lower  areas  of  the  town  where  the  main  industries  are  situated. 
The  estimated  supply  is  as  follows: — 

Yield  from  Ferneyley  Springs  85,140,000 

Amount  utilised  63,084,000 

Amount  run  to  waste  22,056,000 

Water  used  from  Tufts  Level  50,000,000 

Tufts  Level  again  provided  part  of  the  supply  to  the  town  and 
no  serious  trouble  was  experienced  but  owing  to  the  circumstances 
it  has  been  difficult  to  maintain  the  required  yield  to  keep  up  with 
the  pace  of  the  growing  demand  of  the  industries. 

Discolouration  occurred  in  the  mains  caused  by  the  heavy  de¬ 
mand  of  the  industries,  but  after  a  thorough  washing  out  of  the 
mains,  this  trouble  was  eliminated  to  a  very  great  extent.  Tufts 
Level  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  situation,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
to  use  the  9in.  main  from  Rodmore  Pumping  Station  to  Ferneyley. 
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A  small  private  supply  provided  water  to  the  majority  of  the 
houses  in  Aylburton  Village,  but  the  housing  estate  and  Lower 
Common  are  supplied  from  Ferneyley. 

Netherend  and  Woolaston  Common  and  the  housing  develop¬ 
ment  at  Severn  View  Road  severely  taxed  the  capacity  of  these 
springs  and  severe  shortage  occurred  during  the  year.  It  was 
found  necessary  during  the  latter  weeks  of  the  summer  to  set  up 
emergency  tanks  of  drinking  water. 

The  new  mains  have  been  laid  in  Severn  View  Road,  Woolaston, 
and  although  this  has  given  a  better  supply  to  the  houses,  it  has 
not  overcome  the  difficulty  of  shortage  of  water  at  the  source. 

Tidenham  and  Beachley  are  supplied  by  the  Chepstow  Water 
Company.  The  Council  Houses  at  Stroat  and  Hewelsfield  have 
small  piped  supplies,  the  latter  supply  is  unsatisfactory.  Samples 
taken  from  the  Brockweir  supply  were  satisfactory  but  the  quantity 
is  inadequate  to  meet  the  full  demand.  A  scheme  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted  and  approved  for  extending  the  mains  to  Brockweir  and 
linking  them  with  the  existing  pipes. 

The  small  piped  supply  to  St.  Briavels  has  remained  in  operation 
and  has  been  further  taxed  by  the  completion  of  additional  houses. 
The  remainder  of  the  village  is  supplied  from  wells  and  springs, 
and  in  a  few  cases  rain  water  tanks. 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  the  question  of  water 
supplies  to  Hewelsfield  Lane  and  Lower  Mesne,  St.  Briavels,  and 
schemes  were  submitted  and  approved  for  the  extension  of  the 
mains  to  these  areas,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  early  start  will  be  made 
with  the  work. 

During  the  year,  work  continued  on  construction  of  the  Harthill 
Reservoir,  the  laying  of  the  mains  in  the  Parishes  of  St.  Briavels 
and  Hewlesfield  together  with  the  Borehole  and  Ferneyley  Pump¬ 
ing  Stations.  Work  was  also  commenced  on  a  further  Contract 
for  laying  the  new  main  from  the  Ferneyley  Pumping  Station 
to  Chapel  Hill  together  with  the  new  reservoir  which  will  have  a 
capacity  of  780,000  gallons. 

The  former  Contract  has  proceeded  very  slowly  and  is  now  over¬ 
due,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  whole  area  will  be'  properly  sup¬ 
plied  during  the  coming  year.  The  mains  have  been  laid  in  the 
Coldharbour  and  St.  Briavels  Common  area  together  with  the 
Booster  Station,  and  this  will  be  brought  into  operation  during 
the  coming  year.  It  is  hoped  that  during  1957  the  Council’s  under¬ 
takings  will  be  greatly  extended  and  supplies  afforded  to  the  high 
level  districts  which  are  badly  in  need  of  water  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  and  for  farmers. 
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Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Ministry  could  not  see  their  way  clear 
to  approve  the  Council’s  scheme  for  extending  the  mains  to  Park- 
hill  and  Woodside  I  have  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  smaller 
scheme  to  supply  all  the  houses  at  Woodside,  and  this  scheme  will 
be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  their  consideration. 

When  the  proposals  now  in  course  of  construction  are  completed, 
all  the  populated  areas  of  the  district  will  be  covered  with  the 
exception  of  Parkhill  and  Tidenham  Chase  and  a  few  houses  at 
the  western  extremity  of  the  Woolaston  Parish.  All  these  areas 
are  very  scattered  and  will  be  costly  to  serve,  but  without  question, 
a  supply  of  water  to  these  areas  is  urgently  required. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SANITARY  SUMMARY 

Water  Supply. 

Lydney  Main  Supply. 

Ferneyley  Supply:  Two  samples  were  taken  from  the  mains  and 
both  were  reported  on  as  satisfactory.  An  analysis  of  the  raw 
water  showed  it  to  be  chemically  sound  and  free  from  coliform 
bacilli.  Unfortunately,  until  the  new  reservoir  on  Chapel  Hill, 
Aylburton  is  constructed  there  is  no  adequate  storage  for  this 
water  and  the  compensation  water  pool  near  the  pumping  works 
is  used  for  storage.  A  sample  from  this  showed  slight  contamina¬ 
tion.  A  sample  from  a  stream  entering  this  showed  heavy  contamina¬ 
tion. 

Tufts  Level  Supply:  Six  samples  were  taken  from  the  mains 
supplied  by  this  source  and  of  these  only  one  was  satisfactory, 
the  others  showing  contamination  usually  by  both  faecal  and  non- 
faecal  coliform  bacilli.  An  analysis  was  done  of  the  raw  water  and 
showed  chemically  the  presence  of  suspended  solids  and  a  large 
amount  of  iron  (4.5  parts  per  million)  which  were  regarded  as 
undesirable. 

This  supply  is  run  into  the  mains  without  storage,  filtration  or 
chlorination.  It  is  a  mixture  of  limestone  and  coal-measure  water 
and  is  unsuitable  for  a  domestic  supply.  A  fall  in  the  level  several 
years  ago  has  made  the  supply  precarious  and  makes  it  doubtful 
whether  the  provision  of  treatment  facilities  would  be  justified. 

St.  Briavels  and  Hewlsfield:  Very  slow  progress  was  made  with 
^  the  High  Level  Scheme  to  supply  these  parishes.  Permission  was 
obtained  from  the  Ministry  to  extend  the  mains  to  Brockweir 
and  the  Lower  Meend. 

The  Barrel!  Well  Supply  is  still  largely  relied  on  in  the  village. 
Of  four  samples  taken,  three  showed  slight  and  one  heavy  con¬ 
tamination. 


53 


Merricks  Brook  still  supplies  Brockweir  School  and  Council 
Houses.  This  is  an  unprotected  stream  and  the  water  is  used  with¬ 
out  treatment.  A  sample  showed  gross  contamination. 

Brockweir  Supply:  A  sample  was  satisfactory  bacteriologically. 
This  small  spring  supply  will  be  superceded  when  the  mains  are 
connected  to  the  High  Level  Supply. 

The  Fence:  A  sample  from  this  private  supply  was  satisfactory. 

A  sample  from  Hudnalls  Well  and  one  from  Blacksmiths  Well 
both  showed  slight  contamination. 

Well  near  the  Church  at  Hewelsfield.  A  sample  from  this  showed 
heavy  contamination. 

Woolaston:  A  sample  from  the  village  supply  showed  contamina¬ 
tion. 

Aylburton  Village  Supply:  Seven  samples  were  taken  and  all 
showed  contamination  with  faecal  and  non-faecal  coliform  bacilli. 
This  source  is  liable  to  drainage  from  the  road  and  from  houses. 
A  sample  from  Hollywell  was  contaminated. 

Tidenham:  This  Parish  is  in  the  Statutory  Area  of  Supply  of 
the  Chepstow  Water  Company.  The  more  populous  parts  of  the 
Parish  are  supplied.  Samples  from  the  Horsepool  standpipe  and 
from  Hawley  Well  Boughspring  both  showed  gross  contamina¬ 
tion.  The  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I  interviewed  the  Engineer 
of  the  Chepstow  Water  Company,  pointed  these  reports  out  to 
him  and  asked  him  to  get  his  Company  to  extend  the  mains  to  the 
Boughspring  and  Cross  Hill  areas. 

Sewerage. 

An  Inquiry  was  held  into  the  Alvington  and  Netherend  Scheme 
but  owing  to  the  limitation  on  capital  expenditure  permission  was 
not  given  for  the  work  to  begin. 

The  Ministry  refused  permission  for  the  extension  of  the  sewer 
to  the  Allastone  part  of  Lydney  to  be  made.  St.  Briavels  also 
badly  needs  to  be  sewered. 

Parts  of  the  Tidenham  Parish  are  sewered  to  the  rivers  but  there 
are  192  houses  with  cesspools  in  the  Parish. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Lydney  alone  of  all  the  parishes  has  public  conveniences.  One 
is  required  in  all  the  parishes  but  especially  near  Beachley  Ferry 
and  at  St.  Briavels. 

Swimming  Pools. 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool.  This  small  bath  is  extensively  used. 
Two  samples  taken  at  the  end  of  May  showed  heavy  contamina¬ 
tion.  Two  in  June  showed  very  slight  contamination.  The  filtra¬ 
tion,  aeration  and  chlorination  apparatus  makes  this  a  satisfactory 
bath  but  adequate  attention  is  necessary. 
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Beachley  Swimming  Pool.  Two  samples  were  taken  in  May 
and  two  in  June.  All  were  satisfactory.  This  pool  is  filled  with 
salt  water  from  the  Severn  Estuary  on  high  tide.  Although  bacterio- 
logically  satisfactory  it  does  not  always  appear  clear.  No  chlorina¬ 
tion  is  used. 

Half  Acre  Cafe,  Lydney. 

These  premises  are  not  satisfactory  for  the  preparation  of  food. 
Other  premises  are  being  built.  The  most  basic  requirement  is  an 
adequate  wholesome  water  supply.  Two  samples  from  the  well 
showed  contamination,  one  heavy  and  one  gross.  A  new  borehole 
was  made  on  the  site.  The  first  sample  taken  from  this  showed 
slight  contamination  and  the  second  was  satisfactory.  The  owner 
obtained  a  full  analysis  and  peculiarly,  although  this  was  bacterio- 
logically  satisfactory  it  contained  residual  chlorine.  A  few  days 
later  a  sample  showed  gross  faecal  contamination.  Subsequently 
six  samples  all  showed  faecal  contamination  and  two  chemical 
analyses  showed  it  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  water 
continued  to  give  a  reaction  for  residual  chlorine  although  no 
chlorine  could  have  been  put  in  the  borehole.  The  borehole  was 
85ft.  deep,  water  was  found  at  47ft.  and  it  was  lined  for  40ft.  The 
site  had  become  saturated  with  drainage  and  this  must  have  found 
its  way  into  the  well;  the  chlorine  reaction  probably  having  been 
given  by  a  chemical.  This  cafe  is  much  used  by  road  transport 
and  these  are  conditions  in  which  there  is  a  special  danger  of  a 
water-borne  epidemic. 

I 

i 

Housing  Progress  ! 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  E.  A  Beech  for  the  following  table: — 

Council  Houses  completed 


1956 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

Total 

and  up  to 

including 

1946 

1956 

Lydney 

34 

235 

272 

507 

Tidenham 

11 

50 

133 

183 

St.  Briavels 

6 

8 

20 

28 

Aylburton 

— 

8 

28 

36 

Woolaston 

11 

12 

33 

45 

Hewelsfield , 

.  — 

6 

4 

10 

Alvington 

2 

14. 

17 

31 

64  333  •  •  507  840 
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Of  the  64  houses  completed  during  the  year  those  at  St.  Briavels, 
Woolaston  and  Alvington,  and  28  of  those  at  Lydney  were  tradi¬ 
tional  houses  giving  a  total  of  47  for  the  year.  Six  Reema  Bungalows 
for  aged  persons  were  built  at  Lydney  and  10  Reema  Houses 
were  built  at  Tidenham.  One  flat  over  a  shop  on  the  Council 
Estate  at  Tidenham  was  completed. 

Also  10  old  cottages  were  purchased  in  Lydney  for  improve¬ 
ments. 

Private  Houses.  33  private  houses  were  completed;  11  at  Lydney, 
18  at  Tidenham,  2  at  Aylburton  and  one  each  at  Alvington  and  at 
St.  Briavels. 


Water  Analyses. 


Physical 

Colour  ... 

Odour 

pH 

Charring  on  ignition  of  solids 
Chemical  (parts  per  million) 

Total  Solids 
Loss  on  ignition 
Mineral  matter 
Hardness:  Total 

„  Permanent 

„  Temporary 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

Nitrogen  as  saline  free  ammonia 
„  as  albuminoid  ammonia 

„  Nitrates 

Nitrites 

Poisonous  metals  . . 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Silica  (Si02) 

Residual  Chlorine  . . 

Sediment 

Bacteriological 

Number  of  colonies  per  ml  of 
original  water 
Developing  at  37  deg.  C 
Developing  at  20 — 22  deg.  C 
Probable  number  of  Coli-aero- 
genes  per  100  mis.  of  original 
water 

Faecal  B.coli 


Ferneyley 

Tufts 

Chepstow 

Water  Works 

Level  Supply 

Water  Co. 

4/7/56 

4/7/56 

30/1/57 

Colourless 

Colourless 

Faint  Yellow 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7.7 

7.4 

6.8 

Nil 

Nil 

198 

322 

114 

60 

90 

138 

232 

170 

292 

45 

81 

119 

89 

173 

13 

12 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

0.02 

0.01 

0.04 

0.05 

2.90 

1.58 

0.3 

Nil 

Nil 

0.004 

Nil 

Iron  4.5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

23 

30,000 

26 

3,180 

14  300 

520 

Nil 

5 

160 

Nil 

Nil 

85 

56 


